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Ho.  oe  Reps. 

Executive. 


MINT  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 


MESSAGE  ^ 

from 


THE  PRESIDENT  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES, 


TRANSMITTING 

A  Report  of  the  Birector  of  the  Mint,  showing  the  Operations  of  that 
institution  during  the  year  1837. 


January  17,  1838. 
Read,  and  laid  upon  the  table. 


To  the  House  of  Representatives : 

I  herewith  transmit  a  report  from  the  Director  of  the  Mint,  showing  the 
operations  of  that  institution  during  the  year  1837 ;  and,  also,  the  progress 
made  towards  the  completion  of  the  branch  mints,  in  North  Carolina, 
-Georgia,  and  Louisiana. 

M.  VAN  BUREN. 

January  16,  1838. 


Mint  of  the  United  States, 

Philadelphia,  January  13,  1838. 

Sir  :  In  compliance  with  the  law  which'  requires  that,  “in  the  month 
■of  January  of  every  year,  the  Director  shall  make  report  to  the  President 
of  the  United  States  of  the  operations  of  the  Mint  and  its  branches  for 
the  year  preceding,”  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  to  you  the  following 
statement : 

The  coinage  executed  in  1837  has  amounted  to  $3,299,893  ;  comprising 
$1,14S,305  in  gold,  $2, 096, 010  in  silver,  and  $55,583  in  copper,  and  com¬ 
posed  of  13,010,721  pieces  of  com.  (Statement  A.) 

The  deposites  of  gold  within  the  year  amounted  to  $1,145,000;  of 
which  only  $282,000  was  derived  from  the  mines  of  the  United  States. 
(Statements  B  and  C.) 

The  necessities  of  the  circulation  having  required,  a  large  amount  of 
small  coins,  the  proportion  of  such  coins  struck  in  1837  greatly  exceeds 
Thomas  AMen,  print. 
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that  of  any  former  year ;  the  number  of  pieces  of  less  value  than  the  half 
dollar  being  more  than  nine  millions.  '(Tabular  statement  D.) 

The  laws  authorizing deposites: with  the  Mint  of  public  funds,  “for  the 
purchase  of  bullion  for  coinage, ’band  “for  enabling  the  Mint  to  make  the 
returns  to  depositors  with  as'  liftletfelay  aspossible have  proved  of  great 
benefit  in  our  own  operations,  and,  during  the  late  derangements  in  the 
currency,  of  great  importance  to  the  public  interests.  At  the  close  of  the 
year  there  was  in  our  vaults,  on  these  accounts,  the  amount  of  $7S9,218  73 
in  gold  and  silver ;  andighere  had  been  withdrawn,  on  Treasury  drafts, 
coins  to  the  amount  of  W76,449  08.  > 

The  increased  efficiency  of  the' Mint,  and  the  possession  of  the  Govern¬ 
ment  deposites,  have  Enabled  us,  during  the  past  year,  for  the  first  time, 
to  avoid  the  delays  to  which  we  were  formerly  forced  to  subject  depositors 
of  bullion,  and  to  make  returns  to  them  in  coins  as  soon  as  the  value  of 
their  deposites  could  be  ascertained.  I  have,  therefore,  on  this  occasion, 
the  satisfaction  to  report  that  not  a  single  dollar  of  deposites  made  before 
the  close  of  the  year  remains  unpaid. 

The  machinery  of  the  New  Orleans  branch  mint  was  executed,  and  the 
steam-engine  set  in  action,  in  May  last ;  and  there  would  have  been  no 
difficulty  in  putting  the  mint  in  full  operation,  but  for  the  apprehensions 
from  the  climate.'  Two  of  the  officers  and  all  the  workmen  were  from 
the  Middle  States,  and  unacclimated;  and  I  was  advised  by  the  resident 
officers  that  they  would  incur  great  risk  in  going  to  New  Orleans  in  the 
warm  season.  The  occurrence  of  a,  fatal  epidemic,  soon  after,  proved  that 
these  apprehensions  were  too  well  founded;  and  the  officers  and  men 
from  this  place  were  thereby  prevented  from  reaching  New  Orleans  be¬ 
fore  the  beginning  of  December.  They  are  now,  however,  all  at  their 
Stations,  and  making  every  exertion  to  commence  the  operations  of  the 
mint  at  an  early  day. 

The  machinery  for  the  branch  mint  at  Charlotte,  North  Carolina,  Was 
shipped  to  Charleston  in  April;  and,  in  the  following  month,  competent 
workmen  were  sent  forward  to  put  it  in  operation.  Great  delay  and  dif¬ 
ficulty  occurred,  however,  in  transporting  the  heavy  machinery  to  Char¬ 
lotte,  so  that  the  steam-engine  was  not  set  in  action  until  the  middle  of 
August.  , 

The  machinery  for  the  branch  mint  at  Dahlonega,  in  Georgia,  was  sent 
to  Savannah  in  May,  and  difficulty  and  delay  also  occurred  in  its  trans¬ 
portation  thence  by  land.  After  the  workmen  employed  at  Charlotte  had 
finished  their  task,  they  .proceedeffito  Dahlonega,  to  erect  the  machinery 
■there ;  and  they  completed  this  wbtk  early  in  November. 

To  put  up  the  furnaces  and  refineries  of  these  mints,  masons  were  sent 
from  Philadelphia;  and,  in  order  that  this  important  part  of  the  work 
'■might  be  properly  executed,  as  well  as  for  the  purpose  of  giving  advice 
■and  aid  in  other  essential  points,  one  of  the  officers  of  this  Mint  was  Re¬ 
quested  to  go  to  Charlotte  and  Dahlonega  ;  and  I  hake-  reason  to  believe 
iihat  his  visit  was  of  greab  importance.  1 

The  mint  building  at  New  Orleans  is  completed,  So Taras  is  nece'seary 
for  the  mint  operations  ;  only  one  of  the  wings,  intended  for  the  residence 
Jof  the  officers,  being  unfinished.  The  mint  at  Dahlonega  is  nearly  com¬ 
peted,  except  as  to  the  enclosure -and  out-buildings.  The  mint  at  Char¬ 
lotte  is  entirely  finished,  and  has  commenced  operations,  so  far  as  to  be 
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receiving  deposites  and  assaying.  The  certificate «  nf  i 

the  present,  paid  here  ;  so  that  it  mav  I  c  h-S  branch  are> 

a  fund,  for.  the  purpose  of  .  enabling  i/hereafterTo  m  ? am  g°ld  t0  furnish- 
on  the  spot,  for  the  bullion  that  mfy  be  furnished  forcoinag^1  P'iymentS 

TJ'***'*"™  the* 

to  send  from  here  everv  article  nf  m-wUm  urc®s> 11  bas  been  necessary 
of  the  ordinary  materiafs,  and  all  the  workm^  r^  ffired  “T7  eV?U 

machinery,  furnaces,  refineries,  and  other  fiZ^  S  %  erectmg  the . 

been  much  delay  in  getting  these  mints  in  r.  1-  .  .berefoie,  there  has 

serve  that  the  4  M  d  1*  ^  ^ 

£  ss&frt 

R.  M.  PATTERSON, 

■to  the  P til  United  Vat'S.  Mint- 
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Tabular  statement  of  the  amount  of  coinage  at  the  Mint  of  the  United  States,  in  the  several  denominations  of  coin, 
since  the  commencement  of  its  operations  until  the  31s/  of  December,  1837,  inclusive. 


Half  Eagles.  Quarter  Eagles. 


Half  Dollars. 


Quarter  Dollars. 


Periods. 


Dollars. 


Dimes. 


Half  Dimes. 


1793 

1794 

1795 

1796 

1797 

1798 

1799 

1800 
1801 
1802 
1803 


1804 


1305 

1806 

1807 

1808 
1809 


r,616 


1818 

1819 

1820 
1821 
1822 
1S23 
1824. 

1825 

1826 

1827 

1828 
1829 
1S3Q 

1831 

1832 

1833 

1834 

1835 

1836 

1837 


wo7> 


